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A very happy 2016 to you all! We had a delightful time at the WHA in Portland. Our booth 
had a facelift, which received much positive comment. We were proud to publicize the 
wonderful new scholarship of our award winners. Members attended (and many live-
Tweeted) some incredible panels on womenõs history and with womenõs historians. At the 
business meeting, we said thank you to Dr. Matt Basso for his service on the Steering 
Committee and welcomed Dr. Michael Lansing who will be joining the committee. Next 
fall we will have one opening for a member on the Steering Committee, and another open-
ing for a graduate student representative on the Steering Committee. Please start thinking 
about which of our excellent members should help steer the Coalition into the future (maybe it is you)! Iõm 
happy to take your nominations. Send them in to me at cdcahill@unm.edu or to the Coalition at 
cwwh.west@gmail.com. Our meeting also raised many excellent issues and our members had a variety of 
wonderful suggestions for action. We will be calling on you for assistance in carrying out some of these 
projects over the next few years. Let me give you a brief overview of some of them here. 
 

Our membership rose last year to 109 members! Letõs keep up the good work. Be sure to renew your 
membership and keep us headed in the right direction. Please also remember to send us your donations! 

While our membership is up, unfortunately, few of our members or the broader scholarly community are 
taking advantage of the various programs that the Coalition has developed to support scholarship on wom-
en and gender in the West. Neither the Writersõ Group nor the Mentoring Group have raised much inter-
est at recent conferences. Neither met in October, as there were not any new submissions for the writers 
group and no call for the mentors. These are both such excellent opportunities, and the Coalition will be 
fusing the Mentoring Group into a òProfessional Development Initiative.ó So encourage any of your stu-
dents or junior colleagues to submit drafts for next fall or stay tuned for professional development oppor-
tunities. We will include specific contacts for both programs in our summer/fall newsletter. 
 

We are approaching our 35th Anniversary in 2018! The Strategic Planning Committee is leading efforts for 
a fundraiser we are calling ò35 by 35ó in honor of the event. We hope to raise savings to $35,000 over the 
next two years. In conjunction, we will like to collect our membersõ memories of the Coalition that can be 
added to the CWWH archive at Arizona State University (Did you know there was a CWWH archive? To learn 
more, see the article included further on in the newsletter). 
  

Finally, we discussed the low visibility of LGBTQ panels and scholarship at the WHA. As our mission is 
òto move the field of Western history in the directions of expanded time frames, limitless borders, and 
multicultural inclusiveness,ó we determined that the Coalition should be one of the strong allies for such 
scholars and scholarship at the conference. Indeed, many of our members are among those scholars. We 
put together a committee to look into how we might best do this. Some suggestions included using the 
new Professional Development Committee and the Branded Session. But the committee is also happy to 
take your suggestions.  
 

Before signing off, Iõd like to thank our members who donated such wonderful items for our silent auc-
tion. You can see some of the gorgeous handmade pieces in the newsletter photographs. Iõd also like to 
once again express my gratitude to Dr. Brian Collier for coordinating a Better Way Foundation Grant for 
the Coalition! Have a wonderful spring semester, and stay tuned to Facebook and the website for an-
nouncements about awards, sessions, and other Coalition programs this summer and fall! 
 

Until then, be safe and productive, 

Cathleen 

From the Chair: Cathleen Cahill 

mailto:cdcahill@unm.edu


Irene Ledesma Prize 

The recipient of the 2015 Irene Ledesma Prize is Megan 
Bilotte. Bilotte is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison and her dissertation is entitled òMigrant 
Madres and Sugar Babies: Public Health and Family in the 
Sugar Beet Fields of Northern Colorado.ó   

From Committee Chair Sarah Eppler Janda: 

We had an extraordinary pool of applicants this year. In all, 

we received fourteen applications from doctoral students at 

universities across the United States and in Canada. This 

marked a huge improvement over last year when the com-

mittee received only three. Several of the applications were 

strong, making it a difficult decision for the committee. The 

scoring rubric proved quite helpful in this task though and 

happily the committee reached unanimous agreement.  

 

The committee felt that there were a number of very strong 

applications this year which bodes well for future scholar-

ship on western women. While Meggan Bilotteõs proposal 

was the clear first choice of the committee we were also par-

ticularly impressed with four other proposals. These include 

Margaret Neubauerõs òIndian Child Welfare, Sovereignty, 

and Race in Cold War America,ó Jeannette Estrurthõs òA 

Political History of the Silicon Valley: Structural Change, 

Urban Transformation, and Local Movements, 1945-1984,ó 

Melissa Gismondiõs  òThe Character of a Wife: Gender, 

Power, and Prestige in Rachel Donelson Jacksonõs Early 

America, 1760s-1820s,ó and  Natalie Sheidlerõs òAnd They 

All Fell Silent: Violence Against Women in Butte, Montana, 

1910-1950.ó 
 

 

On a final note, the process went very smoothly this year. 

Sending out repeated reminders, broad advertisement, facul-

ty mentor encouragement, and removing the CWWH mem-

bership requirement all seemed to contribute to this. I wish 

to conclude with a special thanks to Elaine for all the sup-

port and information she provided and to Katrina and Matt 

for being both super easy to work with and prompt in carry-

ing out our assigned tasks.  
 

Armitage-Jameson Prize 

The 2015 Armitage-Jameson Prize recipient is Elsie Paul, in 
collaboration with Paige Raibmon and Harmony Johnson, 
for Written as I Remember It:  Teachings (?ems ta?aw) from the Life 
of a Sliammon Elder (Vancouver:  University of British Co-
lumbia Press, 2014).   
 

 

This book represents the collaboration of a Sliammon elder 
(Paul) with associate professor of history at UBC (Raibmon) 
and the elderõs granddaughter (Johnson).  The book com-
bines autobiography and Sliammon history in Paulõs own 
words and storytelling style. One committee member wrote 
of the book:  òReading Paulõs book gave me more simple 
pleasure in what history can achieve because of the thought-
fulness and intention of all the participants.  Paul made me 
aspire to be a better historian.ó  Another wrote:  òI found 
the introduction to be incredibly thought-provoking and 
engaging, and indeed the book's accessibility and focus on 
Sliammon women provides numerous new historical insights 
into indigenous life and culture. It is also, quite simply, a 
remarkable work of oral history.ó The member added, òThe 
book is rich in detail, a model work of oral history, and a 
wonderful scholarly-community 
collaboration.ó  The third mem-
ber wrote, òThe methodology 
and linguistic work blew me 
away.ó  
 

 

The Prize Committee (chaired 
by Todd Kerstetter) received 
more nominations than previous 
award cycles, and the quality of 
material was outstanding. This is 
a clear sign of the growing inter-
est and strong research projects 
focused on women and gender 
in the North American West.  
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At the 2014 annual meeting of the Western History Association, Gordon Bakken was given a lifetime achievement award 
from the Coalition for Western Womenõs History for his many years of support and service.  Dr. Bakken, Professor Emeri-
tus at California State University, Fullerton, passed away two months later.  Bakken had summed up his career in a single 
paragraph on his history department webpage: "I earned a B.S., M.S., Ph.D., and J.D. from the University of Wisconsin, 
have published twenty-three books and have two more under contract, have authored fifty-two articles and twenty-seven 
book chapters and encyclopedia entries, and am an active member of First Lutheran Church of Fullerton. I was named Or-
ganization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer in 2007. I was the founding vice president of the California Su-
preme Court Historical Society and am past president of Phi Alpha Theta, the national honor society in history, and am co-
advisor of the Theta Pi Chapter on the CSU, Fullerton campus. I am the series editor of American Liberty & Justice at the 
Texas Tech University Press." 
 

These four sentences hardly do justice to the career of a historian whose research and publications spanned the breadth of 
western history, from the legal history of the Rocky Mountain region, to the practice of law in 19th century California, to a 
guide to archives at the Huntington Library, to mining law, to women murderers, to the history of big game hunting.  Nor 
does this paragraph capture the full generosity of Bakkenõs service to the historical profession and, in particular, his generos-
ity to the Coalition for Western Womenõs History.  
 

Participants: 
 

Chair/Comment:  Clark Whitehorn, University of New Mexico Press 
 

Kathleen Cairns, California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo, òThe Case Against Rose Bird: Politics and Gender in 
California Courtsó 

, Peter Reich, Whittier Law School, òTracking Gordon Bakken:  Sources, Methodology, and Environmentó 
 

Donna Schuele, California State University, Los Angeles, òThe Pragmatic Justice: William O. Douglas, Sandra Day OõCon-
nor, and the Formation of a Western Jurisprudenceó 
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òGoing Public/ Going Collaborativeó 
 

Since 1982, the Coalition for Western Womenõs History has fostered scholarship that brings western womenõs and gender 
history to a more central place in the profession and beyond. This 2016 CWWH Roundtable continues that work in harmo-
ny with the WHAõs conference theme by focusing on scholars who have engaged in collaborations to bring their work to a 
broader public. Their presentations provide both inspiration and models for taking cutting-edge work about women and the 
West beyond the academy. Each presenter focuses on a different medium and the team it took to create the work. Cherstin 
Lyon has worked with students to create a series of radio interviews with community partners in the San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia area including women of the Brown Berets. Lydia Oteroõs prize-winning book on the extraordinary efforts of women 
to save the Tucson barrio has resulted in Oteroõs collaboration with a team of Latin@ playwrights, local youth, and anthro-
pologists to create site-specific performances on the grounds of the Tucson Convention Center in March 2016. Alexandra 
Minna Stern has teamed up with statisticians, digital humanists, and performance artists as well as other historians to create 
an on-line multimedia resource featuring the history of over 18,000 eugenic sterilizations carried out in California institutions 
from the 1920s to the 1950s. Finally, Gwen Westerman, Native American Artist in Residence for the Minnesota Historical 
Society, will present on her work on the exhibit redesign at the Pipestone National Monument, and more generally on art 
exhibition and its potential impact as public history.  
 

Participants:  

Moderator: Karen Leong, Arizona State University, karen.leong@asu.edu 
 

Cherstin M. Lyon, California State University, San Bernardino, òThis Place Mattersó: Connecting Students to Community 
through Oral History and Digital Humanities Projects  
 

Lydia R. Otero, University of Arizona, òBorderland Theater and Barrio Storiesó 
 

Alexandra Minna Stern, University of Michigan, òArchiving and Performing the Past: Patterns and Stories of Eugenic Sterili-
zation in 20th Century Californiaó 
 

Gwen N. Westerman (Dakota), Minnesota State University, Mankato, òPublic Exhibitions: Pipestone National Monumentó 
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Thursday, October 20, 2016, St. Paul, Minnesota 

 

DONõT FORGET TO ATTEND  THE  

2016 COALITION  BUSINESS MEETING ! 

 
STAY TUNED FOR DATE & TIME  

OF BUSINESS MEETING  AT THE 

2016 WHA MEETING  IN  ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 

OCTOBER 20-23, 2016 

mailto:karen.leong@asu.edu
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CWWH Business Meeting 


